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TRAVELLERS EVIRONMENT NETWORK fTEN'l 


Dear Ms Hilts, 

You emailed us on 23 June asking for clarification on the length of funding we are 
seeking for the above project. I have sent you a message saying that it is for a 

three year period. 

In case you need this information on a form, I enclose a photocopy of our form 
(however without the final signed Declaration page, which you have already on file). 

May I mention that I was a founder member of the Gypsy Council in 1966 and its first 
secretary. I am co-author with Prof. Donald Kenrick of Destiny of Europe's Gypsies , a 
standard work on the Nazi genocide against the Romani people, and more recently 
Freeborn Traveller, a novel. 

The Gypsy Council has undergone a strong revival in the past year with the election 
of vice-chair Clir Candy Sheridan, of North Norfolk Council (possibly the only Gypsy 
local councillor), and president Richard Sheridan, chair of the Dale Farm Housing 
Association, spokesperson for the large Travellers' community at Crays Hill, Essex. 

There is a need for building bridges between the settled and Gypsy communities, and 
a long identified need for more caravan parks. The purpose of the project is to 
ensure the best use of land, restoring where necessary, for the benefitting everyone. 

Yours sincerely. 


Grattan Puxon 


For more information on outcomes see our guide 'Explaining the Difference’, which you can find on 
our website at www.biglotteryfund.org.uk, 'publications’ section. 

1. A minimum of 2,000 people will be supported to identify land that can be used for development of 
‘permanent* * and temporary caravan sites, and provided with tools over networks that enable the 
developers to articulate how they can and shall make a positive contribution to the environment. This 
shall enable them to work more constructively with Local Planning Authorities. This shall lead to 
better integration of the traveler community with the settled. community, and enable better health, 
education and training outcomes to be secured by the traveler community. 

2. The traveler community is fragmented across a large number of geographically based 
organizations that provide services of common good. These have adopted different policies. 
Education, Health and Training Organizations have identified that the ROMA and SINTI communities 
experience inequality. There is acknowledgement by organizations with responsibility for land use 
planning that there are insufficient sites for the ROMA and SINTI communities. However, their 
provision through the land use planning regime is problematic. The project will help the ROMA and 
SINTI people to better articulate their needs, and the settled community to have a better 
understanding of these needs. A minimum of 2,000 ROMA and SINTI people shall better articulate 
their needs as part of the project. A minimum of 2,000 decision makers in the settled community 
shall be made better aware of the needs of the ROMA and SINTI people. 

3. Consensus forums (minimum of two) will be organised and held involving both Roma people, and 
decision makers with responsibility for land use planning (national and local government), and the 
balancing of human rights through the legal system. 

4. A guide shall be developed and published in electronic and paper format. This shall be made 
available to all planning authorities in England (approx. 400). it shall identify, document and describe 
the health and education disadvantage faced by travelers, and their potential role in environmental 
restoration and how this can be used to secure additional benefits that have the potential to help 
overcome health and educational disadvantage. 

5. A minimum of 40 site restoration plans will be developed for caravan pitches that have not been 
authorized through the planning process, and made available to the local planning authority for 
consideration. 


2.4 Project beneficiaries 

Tell us about the people and organisations that will mostly benefit from your project, including: 

• the needs they have 

• how they fit with our programme priorities (see Card 1) 

• how you established the two points above. 

(Maximum 200 words) 


There are three main beneficiaries of the project. These are travelers, local authorities and the legal 
profession, it is acknowledged that local authorities have failed to provide adequate sites for 
travelers. It is further acknowledged that this failure has caused disadvantage (particularly in the 
domains of health and education). Local authorities are required to balance both the Human Rights 
of travelers and their responsibilities under planning law when reaching decisions. There has been 
conflict between the Roma people and Council’s. These problems normally reach the Courts who 
are required to balance the needs of both planning and travelers. The legal costs are many millions 
of pounds each year. This is normally publicly funded. The costs to planning authorities and 
government are much greater. Travelers have been unable to articulate the contribution they can 
make to the environment as they are normally only seeking to justify their rights to a home as part of 
the planning process. This problem is recognized to exist by the Courts, and consensus is required. 


How many people will benefit directly from the project? You may not know the exact number at this 
stage but please give us a reasona ble estimate. 

10,000 


and / or 

How many organisations will benefit directly from the project? You may not know the exact number at 
this stage but please give us a reasonable estimate. 

500 


These numbers should be for the whole project, not just year one. 

2.5 What Is the need for your project? 

Tell us about the need for your project including: 

• Why is there a need for the project? 

• What evidence do you have that there is a need for the project? 

(maximum 200 words) 

There are currently legal proceedings against travelers who have established unauthorized ‘pitches' 
in most geographic locations represented by planning authorities using their powers under planning 
legislation. There is additionally an acknowledged need for better provision of ‘pitches’ by both local 
and national government and that this would help ameliorate health and educational problems 
caused by the planning failure to provide ‘pitches’. There is undoubted conflict, and this has 
supported development of race hatred. Council’s following there having been a requirement placed 
on them to provide ‘pitches’ are likely to seek to make these available on unsuitable sites, without 
taking account of actual needs. There is a need for the ROMA and SINTI community to be able to 
articulate the contribution that they can make to environment as part of the planning process. Prior to 
the Second World War and introduction of planning legislation in the UK this contribution was 
recognized to be very positive. The ’dispute’ between ROMA and SINTI people and the planning 
regime requires urgent development of consensus. 


2.6 Beneficiary and community involvement 

We believe that projects that involve local users and project beneficiaries are more likely to meet a 
real need, stand a greater chance of success and are more likely to be sustainable in the long-term. 
Tell us how potential beneficiaries and the wider community will be involved in making your project 
happen. 

(maximum 200 words) 

There are a large number of different parties involved. The ROMA and SINTI people need to gain a 
better understanding of planning law, and the grounds developed by planning authorities to make 
discretionary decisions. These discretionary decisions are continually identified as breaching the 
Human Rights of the ROMA and SINT! people by the Courts. Effectively, an informed dialogue 
needs to be established, and consensus developed. There has to date been no informed dialogue. 
This is mainly because there are over 400 planning authorities in England and Wales (responsible 
for planning law). A large number of other organization’s are also involved, and the ROMA and 
SINTI people have failed to properly articulate their case. The case has only been articulated by 
individual family’s who have found themselves in dispute with planning authorities. 

If consensus is developed between the ROMA and SINTI people and planning authorities the 
potential benefits are very great. The project is likely to become sustainable, and to become an 
‘trusted’ information broker for both. At least two consensus forums shall be held. 


2.7 Links to existing strategies and organisations 

We want to ensure that the projects we fund complement and support existing activities and 
strategies. Please tell us: 

• What plans, strategies or initiatives does your project complement? For local community projects, 
we are particularly interested in local-level plans, strategies and initiatives. 

• Which other organisations or partnerships have you consulted about the need for your project? 

(maximum 200 words) 

The project has the potential to complement a massive number of plans, activities, strategies and 
initiatives. These are fragmented at European, national, regional, county and district level, and 
cover a number of domains (in particular: health, equality, education, housing, training, land use 
planning, nature conservation, employment, etc.). These initiatives are often not coherent, and 
different tiers of government often reject those of other tiers and domains. There is an urgent need 
for consensus that is ROMA and SINTI led, as the plans, activities, strategies and initiatives of 
government are developed for their benefit, and to meet their needs. The project will enable existing 
plans of government to be better aligned with the actual needs of the ROMA and SINTI people, and 
many of the problems associated with different tiers and domains of government and developing 
independent solutions to be addressed through consensus in a coherent manner. There is an 
identified need for the ROMA and SINTI people to take control of their own destiny, as it is 
recognized that they fall outside of geographic solutions. 


